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Synopsis

A cycle of short poems, this is a work of world literature and has the significance of the Bible for
more than a quarter of humanity. Written in two halves, the "Tao" ("way") and the "Te" ("virtue"), it is
treasured for its poetic statements about life’s most profound and elusive truths. --This text refers to

an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

Text: English (translation) Original Language: Chinese

The Modern Library has played a significant role in American cultural life for the better part of a
century. The series was founded in 1917 by the publishers Boni and Liveright and eight years later
acquired by Bennett Cerf and Donald Klopfer. It provided the foundation for their next publishing
venture, Random House. The Modern Library has been a staple of the American book trade,
providing readers with affordable hardbound editions of important works of literature and thought.
For the Modern Library’s seventy-fifth anniversary, Random House redesigned the series, restoring
as its emblem the running torch-bearer created by Lucian Bernhard in 1925 and refurbishing
jackets, bindings, and type, as well as inaugurating a new program of selecting titles. The Modern
Library continues to provide the world’s best books, at the best prices. --This text refers to an out of

print or unavailable edition of this title.

| don’t normally review items, so this will be brief.As the title says, this book is indispensable to



anyone that has an interest in philosophy, ancient Chinese thought, or the basis of Taoism. It takes
the entire Tao Te Ching and the core thoughts of Chuang Tzu that compliment the Tao Te Ching
and puts them together in one very compact, well bound, hardcover book.This is one book you need

on your shelf.

| found this book, the Lin Yutang translation, in 1969 in one of the many bookstores near Columbia
when | was a grad student. Now, nearing old age, | am surrounded by hundreds of books in my
library, but this book alone would be the one that most influenced the course my life has taken. Alan
Watts once said that his many books of wisdom hadn’t made him wiser. Perhaps it's personal
temperament that the poetry of this book matched my already soft outlook on life, that drew me in.
Of the many translations, even the new discoveries, this remains my favorite, the most moving, the

deepest.May you happen upon it.

Best book on Taoism | have ever owned, and at one time | had over 40 in my collection. A MUST

READ for a comparison of Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu’s writings.

Very good book.

Words to live by

hahaha, just kidding, great book, good translation (i think) , and it will affect how you talk about other

philosophies | noticed

Very good book. | got this book from the library before | bought it. Would recommend it to all

interested.

Taoism at its best of course.....to help show you the Way.
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